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Now, my brethren and sisters,-and 
especially those who have the Priegt- 
hood, if we go forth—and even the 
weakest Saint can do this—if we 
forth and bear testimony unto the 
are thrown in 

ntact, in all solemnity, calling upon 
God to bestow his Holy Spirit apon as, 
he will sustain us. The Lord will bear 
estimony with his Spirit to those who 
give heed to our words, weak though 
they may be, and our testimonies will 
be powerful to the convincing of the 
honest, It is true that it is needful to 
refer at times to the Scriptures to prove 
that the principles we teach are the 
fume a8 those taught by the Saints and 
fervants of God anciently, but there are 
rents taxing place now which go to 


prove in the clearest and most positive. 


wa that God has bestowed upon 
us servants in these days the Spirit of 
— and prophecy. The world 
— d plead years ago, with a show of 
: on, that they wanted evidence and 
Pe to prove that we were the people 

od. They could ask then, with 
‘Parent consistency, for seme signs to 
at that the Elders were what they 

essed to be. But there is no longer 


any necessity for men to come and ask 
us for the evidences of the divinity of 
the Work in which we are engaged, for 
there is spread out before us a vast 
amount of evidence open to the sight 
and plain to be understood by every 
individual who will permit himself to 
reflect a little. The Elders and Saints 
can go forth, at the present time, bear- 
ing testimony in the name of Jesus — 
with the power and demonstration of 
the Spirit, and with signs following 
such as have not been witnessed for 
generations previously. The Lord said 

ears ago, that after the testimonies of 
his servants he would send powerful 


testimonies in the shape of calamities 


and tribulations, of wrath and indig- 
nation, and he is now vindicating his 
word. He issustaining the testimonies 
borne by his servants for so long a 
period of time to the inhabitants of 
the earth; and they will not be able to 
say hereafter they did not know whether 
what the Latter-day Saints taught was 
true or not—that they had no evidence 
in support of it, for they have evidence 
now given them of such a charac 

that it should awaken within them 8 
spirit to seek after God; it should stir — 
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up reflection within them and prompt 
_ them to seek to know for themselves 
whether what is taught by us be from 
God or not, seeing it is sustained by 
such weighty confirmation in the events 
now transpiring. When the Elders go 
forth and testify of these things to the 
people they point out to them the path 
they should pursue to obtain a know- 
ledge for themselves. That path is 
plain and the way to walk in it is easy 
of comprehension, and everybody is 
capable of travelling in it. When we 
tell them to pray to the Lord in the 
name of Jesus, to entreat him to 
quicken their understandings and en- 
lighten their minds, there is nothing 
strange or mysterious in their doing so. 
It does not come in contact with their 
_ preconceived ideas and opinions; there- 
fore the inhabitants of the earth will 
be left without excuse in this thing, for 
they say they do believe in prayer; 
and when they are told to go and ask 
the Lord for the knowledge which we 
assure them he will bestow, they cannot 
say it is contrary to their former belief 
or to the teachings of the Scriptures 
which they profess to revere. The Lord 
in ancient times sent forth his servants 
to bear testimony unto the people in the 
same manner that he does now. It is 
the course he has always taken. They 
had not the Bible in a printed form to 
refer to as we have, but they had the 
ae and Spirit of God with them. 

t is true, there were copies of the 
Scriptures or the writings of the 
ancient Prophets in their midst, but 
the knowledg2 of them was confined to 
a very few comparatively. The:e were 
men who made it their business to study 
and expound these writings, as there 
are men now who make the expounding 
of the Bible their sole business, and 


these men were unwilling to receive 


the Gospel because they thought they 
knew better what was taught in them 
than those unlearned men who came 
bearing the message of God. They had 
access to the ancient writings and were 
not prepared to receive the testimony of 
men coming in the name of the Lord 
and exposing their traditions and errors. 
So the servants of God went forth, 
appealing to the Scriptures of course, 
but it was by their testimony the in- 
habitants of the earth were warned, 
and. for the rejection of which they 
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were condemned. They went fo 
bearing the testimonies whigh the Le 
bestowed upon them, being inspired } 
his Spirit; but there was nothing extra 
ordinary in their appearance. People 
now, when they think of a Prophet of 
God-—an inspired man, conceive of som 
being whose appearance is so striking 
and remarkable that they would hay. 
no difficulty in knowing he was a ma 
empowered by God. They think of hin 
as a being clothed in sackcloth, girt 
round with a leather girdle, with bril- 
liant and piercing eyes and long, flowing 
hair, and having a strange, a peculiag 
look, which would convince the beholde 
he had walked and talked with God, 
They imagine, when they read about a 
Prophet, that there was something in 
his appearance that would strike people 


with awe; and, doubtless, people injmm**™ 
ancient times had ideas equally as untrue tell w 
with regard to what a Prophet of God of th 
looked like. A careful perusal of the fm 0°; 
Scriptures will give us to understand fm" 
that these ideas are erroneous. Thema!‘ 
ancient Prophets of God were like the 
other men; they had like passions and 
desires; their language was similar; jm 
and though they spoke by the Spirit of they 
God, those who had not that Spirit were ledge 
not disposed to receive their testi- are 
mony. They could see nothing heavenly, 
nothing prophetical, according to their ps 
ideas, and nothing godlike about them i 
or their testimomies. It was in the : « 
ower of testimony that these men went hie 
orth; and it was by the people receiv- a 
ing their testimony that they received i ° 
a knowledge for themselves from God Ble 
respecting its truth. How could we . 
know anything about God if we did Pie 
not tuke this course? People talk “* 
about the Bible, and it is customary rs 
lace a great deal of confidence in It ' 
t is believed in and valued by the “a 
people because their fathers valued it et 
and impressed upon their minds a neces- it 
sity in its belief; and, in many places, nai 
it is considered one of the greatest In- bet 
sults that could be offered to any people nae 
to speak lightly of the Bible. Howcam ia 
we know that it is the Word of God? rt 
“0,” says one, “I know it to be the thee 
Word of God, for my father and mother om 


have told me so, and my teachers have 
impressed it upon me.” If this be 

the foundation we have for saying W° 
know the Bible to be true, the Moham- 
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ajans might just as consistently say 
pat the make the Word of God, for 
wir fathers and teachers inculcate 
at belief upon them from infancy to 
anhood, and they are taught to believe 
at the Koran is the Word of God. If 
we have no better foundation for our 
lief than this, we are on the same 
vel aa the Mohammedan, the Hindoo 
nj the Chinaman, who severally believe 
*y the sacred books handed down to 
them by their fathers; we place the 
Bible on a level with the spurious writ- 
ings of men. who calle themselves 
prophets of God but were not. You 
wan know this book to be the Word of 
God by the same means and upon the 
same principle that you know the tes- 
timony of a servant of God to be true. 
You cannot know a servant of God from 
aservant of the Devil, and you cannot 
tell whether this is the Word of God or 
gama the Devil, without knowledge from 
gmmgcod; and there is not @ man in 
Christendom or upon the earth to-day 
pfmeavho can say that he knows this to be 
,fethe Word of God and speak truthfully, 
less he knows it by revelation from 
Mood. If they have not that testimony 
(fm they are as destitute, so far as know- 
sf edge is concerned, as the Hindoo or 
Chinaman who believes in his mytho- 

BB ogical deities, or the Mohammedan 
fy Vio believes in Allah and his prophet. 
| yam sure Christendom would scarcely 
iy like to be ‘placed on a level with these 
olators, yet such is the position in 
they place themselves. Those 
sincerely, humbly and honestly 
desire to know God will know that the 
Elders of Israol are his servants the 
moment they hear the testimony of the 
Elders, for the Spirit of God will bear 
witness to them of its truth; and I am 

not afraid to say that all the honest in 
heart among the nations will, sooner or 
later, obey the Gospel and receive a 
estimony of the truth. There is no 
man or woman who is honest and sin- 
cerely and truly humble before God, 
bat will, sooner or later, receive the 
testimony of the truth. ‘here is a 
power in testimony—one that is irre- 
ae to the honest soul; and where 
‘te 18 @ man or woman who desires to 
re the foundation on which their 
sith 18 based, they seek unto God for 


Tarn when they hear the truth and 
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principles of salvation to im unto 
the people, they are ready to receive 
them, hecause they take the right 
course to obtain a knowledge of the 
truth for themselves. 

As I was remarking, the duty that 
devolves upon us is to warn the people. 
The Lord has said this is not a day of 
many words but of warning; and the 
older I get the more I am convinced of 
this, and of the importance of keeping 
it before our minds continually. It is 
our duty to bear testimony wherever 
we have an of doing so; 


and if the people choose to reject it, we 
ean leaye them in the hands of God. 
We can stand justified before our God: 
the condemnation will rest upon them, 


and the purposes of God will be an- 
swered, because the inhabitants will be 
warned, 

The people have a great many sin- 
gular notions eo these points. They 
say to us, “If you are the people of 
God, why do you not give some striking 
evidence, or sign, that we may believe 
you?” Many signs and much striking 
evidence have been given them, but 


they have refused to receive them. 


Many gifts and blessings have been 
bestowed upon the Saints; and I have 
seen a great deal of anxiety, in the past, 
manifested by some because they had. 
not received such of the gifts of the 
Gospel as they desired, and they havenot 
been able to understand why they have 
not received them. There is one thing 
the world has yet to learn, and so have 
many of the Saints, and that is, “‘ God’s 
ways are not as man’s ways, nor his 
thoughts as man’s thoughts.” If the 
salvation of mankind were left in the 
hands of the inhabitants of the earth, 
they would have a very different plan 
of doing it to that which the Lord has, - 
revealed, and one that would signally 
fail. I would like to have the Saints 
understand that God’s plans are not as 
our plans, his ways are not as our 
ways, and his thoughts are not as our 
thoughts; and measuring his ways by 
our very imperfect ideas and notions 18 
a poor way of arriving at the truth. 
The very blessing an individual or a 
people would seek for might he the very 
means of bringing condemnation upon 
him or them. God does not take this 
of building up his Work. Jesus 


timony of men who have the 


wa 
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said it was a wicked and adulterous 
generation that sought after a sign; and 
you may set it down as a fact, when- 
_ ever you hear a man asking for signs 
and seeking for them in the spirit of 
the world, that that man is a wicked 
and adulterous man. I have never 
known it fail in my experience. So 
with many who come into the Church 
and lust after the things of God for the 
purpose of gratifying a vain and unholy 
ambition. Many would like to speak in 
tongues, because they think it would 
give them a certain amount of import- 
ance. Many would like to have the 
interpretation of tongues through a 
similar vain desire. Many would wish 
to have the ministration of angels, the 
gift of prophecy or the power to work 
miracles, that everybody might know 
they were so gifted and blessed above 
their fellows. 

There is a right and proper feeling 
with regard to the possession of these 
blessings which God approves of, and a 
desire that is perfectly laudable; and 
there is a feeling that is displeasing in 
the sight of God. There is such a 
thing as lusting after the gifts of God 
our heavenly Father in the same way 
that Simon Magus sought them,—that 
he might do the same things he saw the 
Apostles do, and make merchandize of 
the power of God. The spirit which 
prompts such a feeling in any of the 
members of the Church is a corrupt 
and unholy one, and they who possess 
it are indulging in a wicked and adul- 
terous spirit which will destroy them 
unless they repent. Those who come 
into the Church in humility, and con- 
tinue to be led by the Spirit of God 
which they receive, are willing to be 
content with what the Lord bestows 
upon them. When they receive the 
truth, and the testimony thereof is 
bestowed upon them, they are satisfied 
with it, though they do not dream once 
in a year, have no visions, and do not 
prophesy. The presence of the Spirit 
of God is to them an abundant reward, 
and they feel happy and blessed under 
its influence, mo grateful to God for 
the blessings they have received. Such 
individuals, in the due time of the Lord, 
will have visions, dreams, the gift of 
wisdom, the discerning of spirits, reve- 
lation from God and power to prophesy. 
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hold from those who keep his command 
ments, live purely and “prigh tly befor 
him, and acknowledge the hand of th 
Lord in all things. And when the 
‘receive a gift, they will prize it mop 
than all the things of the world. 

I would like to see you seeking fy 
the things of the spirit of God in hu. 
mility and meekness. There is ty 
much of a feeling among the Latter-day 
Saints that they have conferred som 


honor upon the work of God by becon- 
ing united with it. Such feelings are 
productive of the most disastrous con- 
sequences to those who entertain them, 
unless they speedily become dispos. 
sessed of them. It is a dreadful thing 
for a people to indulge in them. What 
did you sacrifice in the world by en. 
bracing the Gospel? Had you any 
pleasure in the ways of sin and wicked- 
ness? No, you had not. You might 
drown thought for a time; but it would 
rise and assert its right to be heard; 
and when it began to have sway, there 
was a bitterness in your souls which 
deprived you of every satisfaction. You 
have given this up to enjoy the Spirit 
of God, to be blessed with a joy and 
peace that are ineffable. You have had 
this joy and this peace with you in the 
streets when = along, in your 
beds, at your daily labor, among the 
people around, and everywhere you 
have been they have been with you; 
and though people derided you and 
called you fools, fanatics, Mormons, or 
other such expressions, in order to 
wound your feelings, it has never rob- 
bed you of one moment’s enjoyment of 
those blessings. What favor, then, 
have we conferred upon the work of 
God by embracing the Gospel? None: 
and if we never received any gift but 
the sweet and calm influence of the 
Spirit of God, we would be abundantly 
rewarded for all we have done; Its tes- 
timony would be with us, the joy and 
peace and happiness would remain with 
us while keeping the commandments of 
God, and we chould begin to realize the 
blessings bestowed upon those who 
faithfully Serve the Lord. 

So it is with the world. If, instead 
of demanding signs, they would open 


their eyes to behold the workings. 
God among the nations, they would see 
that there are evidences before al 


There is no gift that the Lord will with- 


around them as plain as the sun thal 
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‘ogin the heavens. God is doing a 
sigh * work in the midst of the nations. 
This present trouble in America, the 
fects of which you feel here, and from 
which Lancashire is now suffering, has 
heen foretold years and years ago. I 
heard it when a boy, going to school, 
twenty odd years ago; and this nation, 
ty which it was then declared, as it was 
inthe United States, beholds its fulfil- 
ment now. People ask for signs, while 
they are spread before them in such 
sbundance that the dullest of compre- 
hension might read and understand if 
they were so disposed. | 

I wish, before I sit down, to impress 
upon you the importance of cultivating 
the Spirit of God, and taking the course 
to have that Spirit with you at all times 
and under all circumstances. 
ht There is a spirit gone forth among 
Mag ‘2e children of men that is leading them 
to destruction: it is a spirit of 
st which delights in corruption; and 

the Saints who are baptized into the 
Church, among the nations, come out, 
having it to a greater or less extent 
withthem. They have become famili- 
arized with it, and do not perceive all 
its hideousness. But it is producing 
the most dreadful results among man- 
kind, and filling the earth with corrup- 
tions and abominations. I speak of this 
now, because lustful desires are the 
jf Producing causes of such great evils 
among the sexes in all classes of society, 
and I want to tell you that the man or 
Woman who gives way to this spirit and 
{fe *ts under its influence, will sooner or 
later deny the truth. The Spirit of God 


. to impure thoughts, to impure 
tf *Hons or words, will lose that Spirit, 
, #2 will sooner or later be severed from 
the Church of God. The work of God 
§ progressing in purity, and it is by 
cultivating pure and ho y thoughts and 
feelings that we can progress and re- 
main connected with it. When an 
impure thought gets an entrance into 
your mind, drive it out, as you woulda 
housebreaker from your premises; for 
rs evils that will flow from that 
ihought, if it be permitted to remain, 
I knowthe words of the 
. rd will be fulfilled, where he says,— 

os0ever looketh upon a woman to 
re after her, or if any shall commit 

tery in their hearts, they shall not 
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ffm pure and holy, and the man who gives. 


have the Spirit, but shall deny the 
faith and shall fear.” I know that 
more great men, more mighty men— 
men who had the brightest prospects 
before them, and who seemed pillars in 
the kingdom of God, have fallen and 
denied the faith because of this sin than 
from any other cause. And I want to 
warn the Priesthood and Saints that so 
surely as they give .way to this spirit 
and indulge in it, so surely will they 
lose their standing in the kingdom of 
God and deny the faith. I do not care 
who it is—no matter how great the 
man may appear to be who does so— 
God has spoken it, and it will be veri- 
fied in every instance. This is the great 
and crying sin of this generation. It is 
bringing destruction upon the nations 
of the earth. Wherever you go, you see 
it on every hand; and virtue has be- 
come a by-word—a thing to be laughed 
at and looked upon with contempt. To 
be virtuous is to be sneered at. The 
man or woman, but particularly the 
man, who is virtuous becomes an object 
of ridicule to his fellows. Ifa young 
man were to ayow his poy, he would 
immediately be sneered at by his com- 
panions; while women, both married 
and single, in all ranks of society, 
extend to the avowed libertine all the 
courtesy and respect that the most 
virtuous could demand. You may fo 
among the rich, among the middle 
classes, and among the poor, and you 
will find the same contempt of virtue 
and purity, the same ryt after the 
gratifying of unholy lust and libidinous 
Gesires among them all. It is the great 
crime of this generation, and the anger 
of God is kindled against it, and he will 
‘come out of his hiding-place and vex 
the nations.” I want you to forsake 
this evil. ,Shun it as you would a pes- 
tilence or a plague, and purify your. 
thoughts before the Lord, and you will 
grow in faith and power and have the 
gifts and blessings of God bestowed 
upon you. He will reveal himself to 
you, give you his holy Spirit and the 
gifts thereof, and they will increase 
within you continually. My prager is 
that the Lord will pour out his Holy 
Spirit upon us while we are together, 
and enable us to so purify ourselves 
that his blessings may e ours continu- 
e8 


ally, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
Eider S. B. Smith followed in & 
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few remarks, testifying to his knowledge 
that it is the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
which the Elders of Isracl preach ; that 
through their ministrations, under the 
blessing of God, a mighty people are 
being gathered together in the valleys 
of the mountains—mighty because of 
their unity; for the Lord has revealed 
principles which are calculated to make 
them one in their thoughts, feelings and 
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desires,—principles whicli, und 
influence of the Spirit of God, they es 
learning to practise and apply in their 
lives; and that the Lord is fast bringing 
to pass his purposes, and will accom. 
plish all his designs in saving his people 
and building up his kingdom. 
Singing, ‘‘ Away with our fears,” and 
prayer by President J. F. Smith, closed 


the meeting. 


(Te be Continued.) 


HISTORY OF BRIGHAM YOUNG. 
Concluded from page 296.) 


My sister Fanny was married, when 
16 years of age, to Robert Oarr, who 
resided in Charleston, Montgomery Oo., 
New York. In February, 1832, she 
was married to Roswell Murray, and in 
the April following she was baptized by 
Elder Alpheus Gifford. They moved to 
Kirtland in 1833. 

She accompanied her father to Mis- 
souri, and with him returned to Illinois. 
After staying with her nephew, Evan 
M. Greene, about one year in Morgan 
County, her brother Lorenzo sent for 
her to come to Macedonia, Hancock 
County, which she did. Subsequently 
she moved to Nauvoo City. 

My sister Rhoda was married on the 
11th of February, 1813, to John Pour- 
tenous Greene, to whom she was truly 
a helpmate through all the varied tra- 
_vels of life. She received the Book of 
Mormon from Samuel H. Smith, and his 
testimony, while on a visit in the fall of 
1830, which she never rejected, and was 
never satisfied until, with her husband, 
she was baptized, in 1832, by the same 
Kider that her husband was, and united 
all her efforts to assist him to labor in 
the vineyard of the Lord. 

She passed through the trials and 
rivations with the Saints in Kirtland, 
hio, from the fall of 1832 till the spring 

of 1838, when she, with her husband 
and family, moved to Far West, Mis- 
souri. There she endured the persecu- 
tions of that season, and was driven in 
the fall by the mob. 

After her husband had fled to Illinois 
she, with the true spirit of a Saint, 
gathered up her effects and family, and 
moved out of the State to Quincy, Illi- 


this journey so overcame her feeble 
frame that, as soon as the toils and 
exertions to escape were over, she began 
to sink, and the inflammatory rheu- 
matism fastening upon her, confined her 
mostly to her room, and much of the 
time to her bed, until the 18th of 
January, 1840, when she died at Com- 
merce, Illinois, aged 51 years 4 months 
and 8 days. 

She was the mother of seven children, 
three sons and four daughters. 

She bore all her sufferings and priva- 
tions with a fortitude and patience that 
showed she was a Latter-day Saint. 

My brother John, in early life, la- 
bored with his father, assisting him in 
farming. In the fifteenth year of his 
age he joined the Methodist Church, 
and was devotedly attached to that 
religion. 

In the year 1813 he married Theo- 
docia Kimball, who bore to him five 
daughters, viz. :—Charlotte, Caroline, 
Louisa, Clarissa and Caundice. 

In 1825 he received his license as 4 
Methodist preacher, and zealously la- 
bored with that body until he heard the 
Gospel as restored in this dispensation. 
He was baptized by his brother, Joseph 
Young, in Hector, Tompkins Co., New 
York, October 6, 1833, after having 
thoroughly investigated the principles 
of the new and everlasting covenant. 
He was ordained an Elder under the 
hands of Elder William Quigley. — 

On the 4th of July, 1834, he pro- 
ceeded, in company with Elder “van 
M. Greene and other Elders, on & mis 
sion through the States of Ohio, Penn- 
sylvania and New York; preached the 


nois. The fatigues and hardships of 


pel and baptized several, and 
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sp small branch in Nunday, Pike Oo., 
Yew York. In 1836 he removed to 
Kirtland, assisted to build the Temple, 
ind received his blessings therein. 


- In the year 1841 he was ordained a 
ple a High Priest, under the hands of Elders 

Lyman Wight and John P. Greene, and 
ind was set apart as Counsellor to Lester 
sed Brooks, President of the Stake at Kirt- 


land; when Brooks apostatized, he was 
appointed to preside. 

My sister Nabby died when she was 
fourteen years of age. 

My sister Susannah was married to 
James Little in 1814, by whom she had 
four children, viz.:—Edwin, Eliza, 
Feramorz and James. 

James Little died in the year 1822. 
In 1825 she had a natural son, Charles 
an Oliphant. 

u- She was married to William Stilson 
er in 1829, by whom she had three 
he Mm children—Emeline, William Lacy and 


of Cornelia Ann ; the former died at Pitts- | 


1- Mm burg, Pa., at the age of two years and 
June, 1832, she was baptized into 
n, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints. 
- She moved to Nauvoo in 1840, and in 
t 1841 moved to St. Louis. William 
Stilson died in the spring of 1844 at 
Jefferson Barracks, Mo. 
n My brother Joseph was born in Hop- 
g kinton, Middlesex Oo., Mass., April 7, 
' 1797. In early life he became attached 
t to religion, and was very moral and 
( He assisted his father in 
agricultural pursuits. He was a Meth- 
odist preacher for many years, and 
labored in the States and Canada. 

_ On April 6th, 1832, he was baptized 
| into the Church of Jesus Christ of 
, Latter-day Saints, by Elder Daniel 

Bowen, in Columbia, Penn., and was 

ordained an Elder a few days after 

under the hands of Ezra Landon. After 
preaching in the State of New York for 
several months, he took a Mission to 

Canada in the summer of 1832, in cem- 

with brother Phinehas, Eleazur 

iller and others. They raised two 
small branches, and returned in about 
four months. He then went to Kirt- 
land with brother H. 0. Kimball and 
me. His next Mission was to Canada, 
in the winter of 1832-3, in company 
with myself. We raised a branch of 

ui twenty members in West Low- 


devoted. 
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boro’. We were gone about six weeks, 
and baptized upwards of forty souls. __ 

On February 18th, 1834, he married 
Jane Adeline Bicknall, who has borne 
to him five children, viz. :—Jane Ade- 
line, Joseph, Seymour Bicknall, Mareus 
De La Grande and John Calvin. 

He went in company with Presidents — 
Joseph and Hyrum Smith, in 1834, to 
Missouri, as a member of Zion’s camp, 
returning to Kirtland with the Prophet 
and others, in the fall. 

February 28th, 1835, my brother | 
Joseph was chosen and ordained as one 
of the Seventies, at the organization of 
the first quorum of Seventies in the 
Church, and was set apart to be a Pre- 
sident over that quorum. | 

{n 1835 he went to the States of New 
York and Massachusetts in company 
with Burr Riggs; they travelled and 
preached in many places, sowing the 
seed as they journeyed along. - 

In 1836, after having received our 
blessings in the Temple at Kirtland, he, 
agreeably to the Prophet's instructions, 
accompanied me to the Hast, amongst 
our relatives and friends, and preached 
the Gospel to them and bore testimony 
of the latter day-work. We were gone 
several months, and subsequently many 
of our relatives and friends came into 


| the Church. 


July 6, 1838, my brother Joseph and 
family left Kirtland in company with 
many of the Saints, and went to Mis- 
sourl, arriving at Haun’s Mill on the 
28th of October. He remained until 
Tuesday, the 30th, and witnessed the 
horrid massacre at that place, during 
which catastrophe he was miraculously 
preserved. 

In the winter of 1838-9 he was driven 
out of the State of Missouri, under the — 
exterminating order of Governor Boggs, 
and arrived at Quincy, Illinois, in May, 
where he farmed during the season, and 
in the spring of 1840 removed to Oom- 
merce, afterwards called Nauvoo, where 
he followed the occupation of painting — 
and glazing, and attended to his minis- 
terial labors as senior President of the 
quorum of Seventies. 

In the spring of 1844 he went to 
Ohio to lay before the people General 
Joseph Smith’s views of the powers: 

olicy of the Government of the United 
Beaten. . After hearing of the massacre 
of the Prophets, he returned to Nauvoo. 
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PRECEDENTS.—_THE LESSONS TO BE DERIVED FROM THE 
HISTORY OF THE PAST. 


MeN are, to a great extent, governed by precedent, arrive at conclusions and 
decisions by consulting it, and make it a standard of reference. Certain causes 
_ ordinarily produce certain results, and when circumstances or causes appear of 
a character similar to ones which before occurred or were noticed, the same 
results which attended them then are again expected to follow. When unusual 
circumstances of a prominent character occur, the consequences resulting from 
them are noted, and the whole becomes matter of precedent for some future 
occasion. -Hencc it is that it is so greatly respected in legislative assemblies, is 
viewed with such regard in judicial determinations, and that by its light the 
future history of nations is attempted to be read by statesmen and politicians 
who would fain unravel the perplexing maze of passing events by reference to 
the past, and from analogy and precedent draw consolation and safety for the 
future. History often repeats itself; and the same changes through which 
nations passed centuries ago will, to a great extent, when modified according to 
concurrent circumstances, represent the changes which nations, in many respects 
similarly circumstanced, have to pass through now. Politicians can, in this way, e 
often sagely determine the result of revolutionary struggles, the fate of kingdoms 
passing through a condition of transition, and the consequences of a certain d 


a 


we 


combination of circumstances or measures. : 
Bat there is one thing for which precedent affords no guide, and with regard tL 
to which mankind look in vain to the history of the past; and another, concern- al 


ing which, if they would search deep enough and travel down the stream of time d 
& sufficient distance, they might learn much to profit by. The Work of God since H 
its organization has afforded more new and startling developments, without a th 
parallel in the past, than any preceding organization whose . history is accessible eC 
to this generation. Its success might have found a parallel in the results of the W 
labors of the Apostles of Jesus in former days, but the working out of its develop- e 
ment thus far has continually involved new features which puzzled and chagrined d 
those who earnestly sought its overthrow, and who tried in vain to console them- b 
selves by referring to the repeated failures of impostors and impositions, drawing, st 
as a conclusion therefrom, the hope of its speedy annibiliation. If they had # tt 
sedulously set themselves to examine the predictions of Jesus and his Apostles #0 
_ respecting the fate that would overtake the Jews for their blood-thirstiness and ec 
rejection of the Gospel; and the fearful fulfilment of them in the destruction of 
Jerusalem, in the misery, degradation and long dispersion of the Jews, and Bmp 
having thus established a precedent by which to be guided in their reception of MH 
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the servants of God commissioned to bear the Gospel to them, they might have — 
escaped much misery, war and bloodshed themselves; nay, they would have done 
so, if they had permitted that precedent to guide them and had obeyed the 

But the hand of Heaven was visible in the fate that befell the Jews. 
The Lord magnified his word and fulfilled his threatenings upon a wicked and 
tiffmecked people, however natural the means employed; and with vanity and 
pride of heart they have rejected and continue to reject his overtures of mercy, 
and have brought upon themselves the consequences of their own wicked stub- 
hornness. In that episode of history the fate of Christendom may be read, if 
they will persist in their rejection of the Gospel and continue to persecute the 
servants of God. 

But though precedent is thus clear with regard to those who are contumacious 
and rebellious before the Lord, it affords but little light upon the future of the 
kingdom of God. If it were an organization of man, framed by man’s wisdom, 
sustained by his policy, extended by his influence alone, and governed merely by 
his intelligence, its fature might be read, to a great extent, by the understanding 
of man aided by his knowledge of the past. It would be looked upon as the 
embryo of a future State or power which at no very distant day would take its 
position in the family of uations, by right of its wealth, power and importance, 
and remain as one of that family, subject to the same changes and vicissitudes 
and mixing up in the quarrels, contentions and jealousies which disturb their 
harmony and constantly militate against their prosperity. But though the 
kingdom of God will, ere long, be recognized as one of the powers of the age, its 
destiny is of a higher and more exalted character than would be thus assigned to 
it; the object to be accomplished by its organization is nobler and more lofty 
than any other power on earth aspires to—the regeneration of mankind and the © 
establishment of the government of God uponthe earth. This has been assiduously 
proclaimed by the Elders for years; this the Lord is surely bringing to pass: 
his mighty arm ‘is being made bare for the accomplishment of his purposes, and 
every word which he has inspired his servants to utter will be fulfilled. 

Even to the Saints, the phases through which the Church has already passed 
do not form precedents for the future. If it were so, then the means by 
which the machinations of the enemies of truth have been defeated in former 
times might be successfully employed in the future. The faith which the Saints 
are required to exercise that they may be developed and become all that God 
designs they should become might lie dormant, and the continual presence of the 
Holy Spirit would not be sought after. But though we may expect, as formerly, 
that difficulties will arise and trials lie in our way which will require to be over- 
come, and though we may look for seasons of peril in the future as in the past, 
We need not expect that they will be of precisely the same character or have 
exactly the same appearance as those we have already encountered. Every fresh 
dificulty that is thrown as an impediment in the way of the Work of God will 
bear a distinctive charaeter, and, when overcome, will give that Work a higher . 
stand and more power to combat subsequent opposition ; and as it grows in power 
the Adversary will bring fresh forces and more potent auxiliaries to the attack, 
oly to be defeated and triumphed over if the Saints are faithful to their 
covenants and diligently keep the commandments of God. , 

No other people have such incentives to do right, for no other people aim at 
possessing such great blessings. These blessings are to be attained through 
continued faithfulness, And they who are unfaithful, who neglect to keep the 
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commandments of the Lord, will find a time when, and a place where, they will 
be tried and their lack of faith become apparent. They only who live go ag 
to possess the Spirit of God to enlighten their minds, strengthen their faith, and 
make manifest to them the future as it opens before them, will be prepared for 
the events which the future is waiting to disclose. While the world look vainly 
to precedent to judge of the future of the kingdom of God, and rejoice when 
they see the forces of the Adversary arrayed against the advocates of truth and 
righteousness, the wise will seek to be led by the Spirit of prophecy ; and, by the 
light which it imparts, they will be cheered and comforted by views of the 
bright prospect which lies before them, and will gain courage and assurance to 
wait with hope and combat successfully every opposition that may intervene 
between them and the blessings which God has in store for his children. And, if 
the clouds should gather thick and lowering over the horizon, they will see the 
sun of promise shining brightly behind, for the eye of faith can pierce the 
darkest gloom that may gather around the pathway of a faithful Saint. 


Notice.—At a General Council Meeting of the Priesthood of the Birmingham 
Conference, at which were present several Elders from Zion, Elder William G. 
Mills was cxcommunicated from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 


Saints for adultery. 
(President of the Church of Jesus Christ 
GEORGE Q. CANNON, { of Latter-day Saints in the British 
| Isles and adjacent countries. 


Tuanxs.—Our friends will please accept our thanks for the prompt manner in 
which they have responded to the request to furnish us with the necessary infor- 
mation respecting the hymns “Israel is free’ and ‘“ O, ye mountains high.” 


DEPARTURES. 
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The packet-ship B. S. Kimball, Captain H. Dearborn, sailed, on the 8th instant, 
from this port for New York, having 657 souls of the Saints on board. The 
Saints, who were principally from Scandinavia, were organized in the morning of 
the same day by President Cannon, who, together with Elder Jesse N. Smith, 
President of the Scandinavian Mission, Elders C. W. West, J. M. Kay, B. Young 
jan., Joseph Bull and others, were visiting the Saints on board the vessel previous 
to their departure. Elder H. P. Lund was appointed to preside over this com- 
pany of Saints, with Elders P. Beckstrom and OC. 8. Winge for counsellors, and 
Elder P. Y. Poulsen as clerk. The Saints on board were addressed by Presidents 
Cannon and Smith and Elder Lund, who gave them such teachings and counsels 
as were calculated to comfort, edify and bless them if they will only remember 
and practice them. Elders Lund and Beckstrom arrived in Liverpool from 
Zion in the summer of 1860, and proceeded to the field of their labors in Scan- 
dinavia. Elder Lund devoted his time to travelling throughout the Mission, 
wherever President Smith required his labors, strengthening the Saints and 
building up the kingdom of God everywhere he went. Elder Beckstrom was 

similarly occupied in Sweden. Elder C. S. Winge also labored zealously in th: 
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Scandinavian Mission under President Smith’s direction. Elder Poulsen had 
heen President of the Copenhagen Conference. ' 
‘The packet-ship Consignment, Captain Tukey, left at the same time, from the 
same port and for the same destination, with 38 souls of the Saints on board 
under the care of Elder A. Christensen, who also arrived in this country from 
Zion in the summer of 1860, and since then has been laboring in Scandinavia, 
where he presided over the Aalborg and Vensyssel Conferences. 

Much good has resulted from the faithful labors of these brethren, and many 
rill have reason, throughout eternity, to thank the Lord that they ever were sent 
into their midst to proclaim the principles of life and salvation. We pray God, 
our heavenly Father, to bless these Elders and the Saints under their charge, to 
let his Holy Spirit be continually with them to preserve them from evil and to 
strengthen them to resist every temptation, and to grant them a safe, pros- 
perous and speedy journey to Zion. . 

Sovura Arrica.—The barque Rowene, Captain Stapleton, sailed from Port 
Elizabeth, Cape of Good Hope, for New York, on the 14th of March, with fifteen 
Saints on board, under the charge of brother Robert Grant. The ship Henry 
Ellis, Captain Phillips, was also expected to leave the same port on or about the 
28th of March, for New York, with about thirty souls of the Saints on board, 
under the care of Elder John Stock. We are happy to hear of the Saints gather- 
ing from the distant portions of our globe, and trust that they will have a 
pleasant and prosperous voyage and a safe arrival at New York, and pray that 
the blessings of the Lord may be round about them and that his Spirit may dwell 
in their bosoms, not only while journeying to Zion, but that it may abide with 
them during the whole of their future lives. | 


NEWS FROM CONFERENCES. 


Drrtam.—A Conference was held at Sunderland, on Sunday, the 12th of 
April, at which Elder John §. Gleason, District President, Elder Joseph 
Bull and Elder M. F. Farnsworth were present. Elder Gleason expressed 
his satisfaction at meeting so many of the Sairts once more in Conference, 
especially as it was very probable it would be the last time he would enjoy 
the pleasure of assembling with thom in that capacity, as he expected to be 
released soon to return to Zion. He was glud to see the Saints wearing such 
cheerful and happy countenances, for that was a strong evidence that they were 
enjoying the Spirit of the Lord which removes from the bosoms of all who enjoy. 
ib every feeling of fear, and fills them with a calm and peaceful assurance and 
a2 unwavering confidence in the protecting care of their heavenly Father. Elder 
Gleason stated that the spiritual and financial condition of the Conference was 
satisfactory and the prospects for the future encouraging. Elder Farnsworth 
spoke after Elder Gleason, and was followed by Elder Bull, who occupied most 
of the time during the day, and imparted much valuable instruction to the 
Saints. After the business pertaining to the Conference had been transacted 
the Authorities of the Church were presented, including Elder Farnsworth to 
succeed Elder Gleason as District President, and were sustained in the usually 
‘Wanimous manner. A very good spirit prevailed during the day, much good 
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instruction was given, and the Saints all appeared to feel blessed, comforted ani 
edified. 


Watres.—Elder Thomas E. J eremy, President of the Welsh District, Writing 
from Cardiff, on the 4th inst., says:— 


“I take pleasure in informing you that I attended a Conference in this town yes. 
terday ; and our hall was crowded with Saints both in the forenoon and in the after. 
noon. Many of the Saints from the country left the town with the train at four p.m. 
and, in one sense, it was all right, for in the evening the hall was densely crowded 
with strangers filling up the places of the brethren and sisters who had gone home, 
Brother Joseph W. Morgan was released from the Presidency of the Conference, and 
brother i, Stokes was appointed to succeed him. A very liberal portion of the 
Spirit of our heavenly Father was poured upon both speakers and hearers through 
the day. Brothers Bywater, J. W. Morgan, George Stokes and myself addressed the 
congregations through the day, and also brother Hughes, President of the Western 
Glamorgan Conference.” | 


_ ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


n 
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The following extracts are taken from a letter written by Elder Charles R. Jones, 


of Utah, to his brother in England. : 


Dear brother William,—-We started from Florence on July 27th and arrived in the 
Valley on the 1st day of October, in good time for the Conference. We found Great 
Salt Lake City to be all that we expected, and more; and the improvements that the 
_ Saints have made are truly surprising. The city is about four miles square, and well 
laid out. The Tabernacle is a fine building, and will hold some thousands of people. 
Meetings are held in it twice every Sabbath. The Theatre is also a fine place, and 
built after the style of those in London. During the winter it is open twice a-week. 
We have been twice, and the performance and everything about it was first-rate. | 
think you will say so too when you come. In crossing the Plains we found many 
things of interest, and I found considerable amusement in fishing and shooting. 

For the first month after my arrival here I worked at a molasses mill, and had two 
dollars a-day ; since that time I have been working at my trade. [ would not come 
back to the old country for a good deal. Everybody that will be industrious here can 
Ret along and have plenty of the necessaries of life ; no one lacks here, all have plenty. 

his is the place for the Saints of God, where they can be taught the truths ol 
heaven from the fountain head. President Brigham Young is a gentleman in every 
sense of the word, and a man of God. Heber C. Kimball, D. H. Wells and the 
Twelve are also good men, and men in whom the Saints can safely trust. Over 300 
teams came from the Valley last year to Florence, to bring the Saints across the 
Plains, and this year, thank God, President Young is sending 500 teams, which s 
fair for a large emigration. I hope you will be coming; I shall be glad to meet you 
and make you as welcome as I can. Give my love to all the Saints in your travels ; | 
hope they and you are doing right. God bless you. 


Sourn Arrica.—By letter from Elder William Fotheringham, under date 
of March 18th, from Port Elizabeth, Cape of Good Hope, we learn that the Saints 
in that distant region are alive to the signs of the times and making every effort 
in their power to gather to Zion, but business is so exceedingly dull there that 
the Saints find it extremely difficult to dispose of their little effects and make the 
necessary arrangements to emigrate. As will be seen elsewhere, a small com- 
pany, numbering fifteen, left for New York on the 14th of March, ard another, 
numbering thirty, was to start for the same port about the 25th of the same 
month. The Elders in that Mission were well and laboring faithfully and 
zealously, and the Gospel was making gradual but steady progress, one Dew 
Branch of ten members having been recently raised up through the labors of 
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Elder Zyderlaan. We are ever glad to hear from our brethren who are Jaboring 
in distant lands for the salvation of their fellow-beings, and they have our con= 
inual faith and prayers that God will abundantly bless their labors, comfort, 
sustain and strengthen them in body and in mind, and open their way before 
them, so that they may be able faithfally to discharge their duties. 


WarwicksuirE ConrerENcE.—Elder Edward Cliff writes from Longton, on 
the 30th ult., that the pleasure of the prospect before him of going to Zion this 
year is enhanced by the fact that he leaves the Conference in a good condition, 
both financially and spiritually, and he is happy to be able to say that it is free 
from debt with the exception of a trifle due for books. Elder Cliff expresses his 
gratitude for the blessings he has received, for the kindness of the Saints towards 
him, and for the privilege he has enjoyed of laboring in their midst, and hopes to 
continue in the enjoyment and cultivation of that spirit which will enable him to 
retain and prove worthy of their confidence. 


NEWS FROM HOME. 


oe 


Weare indebted to the Deseret News, of March 25th and April Ist, for the 
following summary of events in that distant but interesting region :— 


Iypian Arrarrs.—A band of Humboldt Indians attacked the mail stage from 
Qalifornia, on the 22nd of March, about ten miles west of Deep Creek, killing 
the driver, Henry Harper, and seriously wounding a passenger named John 
Liverton. Judge Mott, delegate to Congress from Nevada, was also passenger 
hy the same stage, but was uninjured, and brought the stage on safely to Deep, 
Creek, Two men, named Wood and M‘Carty, were killed at the station eight 
niles west of Deep Creek, soon after the stage was attacked. Arrangements 
were immediately made to send out troops to protect the line, and several stage 
loads were promptly despatched to the site of hostilities, which they reached 
in twenty-four hours from the time the outbreak occurred, which was a surpris- 
ingly rapid movement, considering that the scene of the difficulties was over 160 
miles from Salt Lake City. The same band which committed these enormities 
also ran off about forty horses belonging to Major Egan, from Deep. Creek 
Ranch. Dr. Anderson, of Salt Lake City, went out immediately to render aid 
to the wounded passenger. Major Gallagher, though still suffering from the 
wound received in the bettle with the Northern Indians, left for Ruby to resume 
his command at that post. Since then Willow and Boyd’s Stations were both 
attacked, but we do not learn that any one was killed. Several detachments of 
cavalry were sent over the road by Colonel Connor, and, according to latest 
advices, peace was temporarily restored upon the Western route, and the mail 
Was running with its usual regularity. The stock which was stolen by the 
indians on March 13th, from Skull Valley, had been nearly all recovered by 
Captain Knowlton and his party, who went in pursuit. 

Frprrat Orricers.—Public meetings continued to take place in the various 
‘ettlements through the Territory, relative to the proceedings of Governor Hard- 
ing and Judges Waite and Drake, at which the course pursued by those officers 
Was condemned in strong terms and unmistakeable language. Judge Waite, in 
‘ccordance with the example which has been set him by some of his predecessors, 
but in defiance of law and justice and in violation of every principle of courtesy 
ot decency, instead of proceeding to, residing in and attending to the business of 
the Judicial District assigned to him by the Legislature, has preferred to remain 
in the vicinity of Camp Douglass, and has, therefore, taken up his residence in 
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_ the Twelfth Ward in Great Salt Lake City, whence he has been issuing writs for 
the arrest of persons over whom he has no legal jurisdiction. Salt Lake City 
and vicinity is included in the District assigned to Judge Kinney, and no man 
possessed of the simplest principles which enter into the character of a gentle. 
man would thus intrude upon the rights and duties of another, especially when 
that other is his superior in position as well as in every true qualification for the 
office. What good can be expected toresult from the administration of laws by 
men who are themselves the first to yiolate them? But this is only one of the 
concocted series of acts of this clique of traitors to involve the Government in 
increased embarrassment. We would advise them to pause, and remember that, 
as sure as there is a God who rules in heaven, the time will come when they will 
have to render an account of their course while in office and receive the justly 
merited reward of their treasonable acts. Colonel Connor received the commis. 
sion of a Brigadier-General for his successful campaign against the Indians on 
Bear River. It was expected he would leave shortly for California, and be suc- 
ceeded by a Colonel Evans. 

Seventies’ Lectures.—We have been much pleased to note the progress of these 
lectures and the deep interest manifested in them, and are glad to see that they 
were being continued to the latest practicable date, although, we presume, ere 
this, both the lectures and the theatre have been discontinued on account of the 
opening of spring and the duties consequent thereupon. On the 20th of March, 
President Joseph Young delivered an instructive iecture on ‘ The Signs of the 
Times.” On the 24th, Elder Levi W. Hancock gave an interesting outline of his 
experience in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. On the 27th, 
Mr. John Pack delivered an excellent practical lecture on agriculture. 

Tue WeatHer.—March, as usual, had been stormy, cold and disagreeable, 
but spring had opened cheeringly and the prospects for crops of every kind were 
very encouraging. | 

PREPARING FOR High Water.—The prospects for high water the coming 
summer are such that parties having farms on the west side of the Jordan, north 
of the Tooele road. are busily engaged in constructing a levee from the bridge, 
as far down as the Point of Willows, to keep the water from inundating their 
lands as it did last season. Thousands of dollars have been expended within the 
last four years to get the water out of the river to irrigate that valuable tract of 
land, but Jast year a large portion of it was submerged to that extent that it 
could not be cultivated. The levee which is now being constructed will, in the 
event of another flood, be of much benefit to the farming interests in that part of 
the country, as thereby the waters may be kept within proper bounds. 
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ENGLAND. miles to meet with the brethren and 
CHELTENMAM CONFERENCE. enjoy the ot 
an iey returned home iu 
: Oheltenham, April 15th, 1863. feeling ll and inspired with reneel 
President Cannon, desires to prosecute, with unremitting 
Dear Brother,—Thinking that a brief | zeal, the duties devolving upon them as 
report of the District Conference re- | Saints of God. This feeling, I am happy 
cently held in Cheltenham, when the | to say, continues with them, and, with- 
Saints were cheered and blessed by | out doubt, good will be the result of 
your presence, teachings and counsels, | their attendance during that day. 
might be interesting to the readers of} As was agreed at Conference, a tea 
the Siar, I have seated myself to pen | meeting was held by the Saints, on 
a few lines concerning it. As you are Good-Friday, when over one hundred 
aware, the Saints turned out well on persons sat down to an excellent tea, 
the 28th ult., many of them walking 16 | which could not do otherwise than give 
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satisfaction to all. After tea, the even- 
‘ng wes spent in singing, reciting, &c., 
he entertainers performing their parts 
wreditably and to the satisfaction of the 
tertained. 
Sak Conference, brother Holman 
and myself have been taking a tour 
through the Conference, holding meet- 
ings nearly every night, at some of 
hich we had crowded houses—Saints 
and strangers. We have also held one 
District meeting, which was well at- 
tended; much of the good Spirit pre- 
vailed to the rejoicing of all hearts. 
The Saints who think of emigrating 
from this Conference are making every 
preparation that their means will allow 
necessary for the journey, and look 
forth with joy to the time when they 
shall have the privilege of bidding adieu 
to the thraldoms of Babylon, and of 
meeting the many dangers that lie 
between this their native land and the 
land they so much desire to see. May 
the Lord, who guided Israel, guide them 
in all of their journeyings to their 
homes in the west is my daily prayer. 
Brother Holman joins me in kindest 
regards. Hoping that you are well, 
and praying that the smiles of our ever 
beneficent God may continually beam 
upon you, | remain, your brother, — 
W. G. 


SOUTHAMPTON DISTRICT. 
Southampton, May Ist, 1863. 
President Cannon, 


Dear Brother,—Our Oonference was 
held on Sunday, the 11th ult. A goodly 
number of Saints met, and the Branches 
were represented in good standing 
generally. The financial report was 
read and accepted, and the Authorities 
of the Church sustained without a dis- 
senting voice. After the business was 
attended to, the Saints were addressed 
by Elder Bird, of Dorset, Hider 
U. A. Wiscombe, of the Reading Con- 
ference, followed by Elder W. S. Snow 
ind myself. A very good spirit pre- 
vailed with the people; their hearts 
Were made to rejoice in the truths of 
the everlasting Gospel taught by the 
resthood, and all felt more determined 
than ever to live more faithfully to God 
and to themselves, and abide the coun- 
sels of God’s servants appointed to labor 


with them, and to carry out that coun- 
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| sel in their lives, as that is the only 


path of safety. | 
On the Monday we had a farewell 


tea party, which went off very plea- 
santly without a murmur of any kind, 
which was a credit to the committee 
and to all who participated in it. 

The majority of the Saints are stri- 
ving with all their power to buildup 
the kingdom of our God and deliver 
themselves from Babylon; but the 
enemy of God’s kingdom is not dead,— 
he is alive to his work, and doing all in 
his power to thwart the efforts of the 
Saints to accomplish their deliverance 
the present season, as he has ever done, 
and, I suppose, will continue to do for 
some time to come. I am happy to 
say, however, that the Oonference is in 
a good condition, and the Saints, gene- 
rally, feel well. 

It is two years, this day, since I 
received my appointment to take charge 
of the Southampton District. I was 
painfully conscious of my own weak- | 
ness; but, relying on the promises of 
God and believing that whom he calls 
he qualifies, and having, also, the utmost 
contidence in my leaders, I determined 
to do my duty in my humble way, and, 
by the help of God, to bless the people, 
I ean truly say that God, my heavenly 
Father, has blest me and my brethren 
with me. We have been enabled to 
baptize more than have emigrated, al- 
though a goodly number have gone. 

I can truly say that I have found 
many good friends among the Saints in - 
the Norwich and Southampton Distticts 
whose acts of kindness and friendship 
to me in the past will never be forgotten 
by me in the future, buf will ever have © 
a place in my memory; and I trust that 
when we have the pleasure of seeing ~ 
one another’s faces again in Zion, we 
shall meet better Saints, better friends 
and with our interest in, and love for, 
the kingdom of. God ‘and its principles 
increased instead of diminished. I ho 
and pray that the God of Israel will 
speedily open the way for the honest, 
pure and faithful Saints to gather. 

Ever praying the Lord to abundantly 
bless all bis faithful Saints in this 
country, to strengthen you for your — 


arduous and responsible duties and to 

crown your labors with abundant suac- 

cess, 1 remain, your friend and brother, — 
W. 
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